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In this image made from video provided by Russian Federal Security Service via RTR on Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich sits inside 
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U.S. and Russia complete biggest prisoner swap in post-Soviet 
history, freeing Gershkovich and Whelan 


From Front 


By ERIC TUCKER, DASHA LIT- 
VINOVA and MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States and Russia 
completed their biggest 
prisoner swap in post-Soviet 
history on Thursday, with 
Moscow releasing journalist 
Evan Gershkovich and fel- 
low American Paul Whelan, 
along with dissidents includ- 
ing Vladimir Kara-Murza, in 
a multinational deal that set 
two dozen people free. 
The trade unfolded despite 
relations between Washing- 
ton and Moscow being at 
their lowest point since the 
Cold War after Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin's Febru- 
ary 2022 invasion of Ukraine. 
Negotiators in backchannel 
talks at one point explored 
an exchange involving Rus- 
sian opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny but after his death in 
February ultimately stitched 
together a seven-nation, 
24-person deal that required 
significant concessions from 
European allies, including the 
release of a Russian assassin, 
and secured freedom for a 
cluster of journalists, suspect- 
ed spies, political prisoners 
and others. 
President Joe Biden trumpet- 
ed the exchange, by far the 
biggest in a series of swaps 
with Russia, as a diplomatic 
feat while welcoming fami- 
lies of the returning Ameri- 
cans to the White House. But 
the deal, like others before 
it, reflected an innate im- 
balance: The U.S. and allies 
gave up Russians charged or 
convicted of serious crimes 
in exchange for Russia re- 
leasing journalists, dissidents 
and others imprisoned by the 
country's highly politicized le- 
gal system on charges seen 
by the West as trumped-up. 
"Deals like this one come with 
tough calls," Biden said but 
added: "There's nothing that 
matters more to me than 
protecting Americans at 
home and abroad." 
Under the deal, Russia re- 
leased Gershkovich, a re- 
porter for The Wall Street 
Journal who was jailed in 
2023 and convicted in July 
of espionage charges that 
he and the U.S. govern- 
ment vehemently denied. 


The paper's editor-in-chief, 
Emma Tucker, called it a 
"joyous day." "While we 
waited for this momentous 
day, we were determined 
to be as loud as we could 
be on Evan's behalf. We are 
so grateful for all the voices 
that were raised when his 
was silent. We can finally say, 
in unison, 'Welcome home, 
Evan,'" she wrote. 
Also released was Whelan, a 
Michigan corporate security 
executive jailed since 2018, 
also on espionage charges 
he and Washington have 
denied; and Radio Free Eu- 
rope/Radio Liberty journal- 
ist Alsu Kurmasheva, a dual 
U.S.-Russian citizen convicted 
in July of spreading false 
information about the Rus- 
sian military, accusations her 
family and employer have 
rejected. 
The dissidents released in- 
cluded Kara-Murza, a Krem- 
lin critic and Pulitzer Prize-win- 
ning writer serving 25 years 
on charges of treason widely 
seen as politically motivated, 
and multiple associates of 
Navalny. Other freed Krem- 
lin critics included Oleg Or- 
lov, a veteran human rights 
campaigner convicted of 
discrediting the Russian mili- 
tary, and Ilya Yashin, a former 
member of a Moscow mu- 
nicipal council who'd been 
imprisoned for criticizing the 
war in Ukraine. 
The Russian side got Vadim 


Krasikov, who was convicted 
in Germany in 2021 and sen- 
tenced to life in prison for kill- 
ing a former Chechen rebel 
in a Berlin park two years ear- 
lier, apparently on the orders 
of Moscow's security services. 
Throughout the course of 
negotiations, Moscow had 
been persistent in pressing for 
his release, with Putin himself 
raising it. 
At the time of Navalny's 
death, officials were dis- 
cussing a possible exchange 
involving Krasikov. But with 
that possibility erased, senior 
U.S. officials, including na- 
tional security adviser Jake 
Sullivan, made a fresh push 
to encourage Germany to 
release Krasikov. In the end, 
a handful of the prisoners 
Russia released were either 
German nationals or dual 
German-Russian nationals. 
Russia also received two al- 
leged sleeper agents who 
were jailed in Slovenia, as 
well as three men charged 
by federal authorities in 
the U.S., including Roman 
Seleznev, 
a 
convicted 
computer hacker and the 
son of a Russian lawmaker, 
and Vadim Konoshchenok, 
a suspected Russian intelli- 
gence operative accused 
of providing American-made 
electronics and ammunition 
to the Russian military. Nor- 
way returned an academic 
arrested on suspicions of be- 
ing a Russian spy, and Po- 


land also sent back a man 
it detained on espionage 
charges. "Today is a power- 
ful example of why it's vital 
to have friends in this world," 
Biden said while joined by 
the families. 
All told, seven nations par- 
ticipated in the deal, which 
was executed in Ankara in 
the final months of his ad- 
ministration and during the 
course of a presidential race 
upended by his decision not 
to seek reelection. 
Biden placed securing the 
release of Americans held 
wrongfully overseas at the 
top of his foreign policy 
agenda for the six months 
before he leaves office. In 
an Oval Office address dis- 
cussing his decision to drop 
his bid for a second term, 
Biden said, "We're also work- 
ing around the clock to bring 
home Americans being un- 
justly detained all around the 
world." 
At one point Thursday, he 
grabbed the hand of Whel- 
an's sister, Elizabeth, and 
said she'd practically been 
living at the White House as 
they tried to free Paul. He 
then motioned for Kurma- 
sheva's daughter Miriam 
to come closer and took 
her hand, telling the room it 
was her 13th birthday, and 
then asked everyone to sing 
Happy Birthday with him. She 
wiped tears from her eyes. 
His administration has now 


brought home more than 70 
Americans detained in other 
countries, deals that have 
required the U.S. in the past 
to give up a broad array of 
convicted criminals, includ- 
ing for drug and weapons 
offenses. The U.S. govern- 
ment's top hostage nego- 
tiator, Roger Carstens, has 
defended the swaps against 
criticism that they incentivize 
future hostage-taking, saying 
the number of wrongfully de- 
tained Americans has actu- 
ally gone down. 
"We know the U.S. govern- 
ment is keenly aware, as are 
we, that the only way to pre- 
vent a quickening cycle of 
arresting innocent people as 
pawns in cynical geopoliti- 
cal games is to remove the 
incentive for Russia and other 
nations that pursue the same 
detestable practice," Tucker, 
the Journal's editor, wrote, 
saying there needed to be 
a dynamic change. 
"But for now," she added, "we 
are celebrating the return of 
Evan." 
Thursday's swap of 24 prison- 
ers surpassed a deal involv- 
ing 14 people that was struck 
in 2010. In that exchange, 
Washington freed 10 Russians 
living in the U.S. as sleepers, 
while Moscow deported four 
Russians, including Sergei Skri- 
pal, a double agent work- 
ing with British intelligence. 
He and his daughter in 2018 
were nearly killed in Britain 
by nerve agent poisoning 
blamed on Russian agents. 
Speculation had mounted 
for weeks that a swap was 
near because of a conflu- 
ence of unusual develop- 
ments, including a startingly 
quick trial and conviction for 
Gershkovich, which Washing- 
ton regarded as a sham. He 
was sentenced to 16 years in 
a maximum-security prison. 
In a trial that concluded in 
two days in secrecy in the 
same week as Gershkovich's, 
Kurmasheva was convicted 
on charges of spreading 
false information about the 
Russian military that her fam- 
ily, employer and U.S. officials 
rejected. Also in recent days, 
several other figures impris- 
oned in Russia for speaking 
out against the war in Ukraine 
or over their work with Naval- 
ny were moved from prison 
to unknown locations.q 


In this image made from video provided by Russian Federal Security Service via RTR on Thursday, 
Aug. 1, 2024, Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich sits inside an airplane at an airport 
outside Moscow, Russia. 
Associated Press 
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By CHRISTINE FERNANDO 
Associated Press 
Former Presidents Barack 
Obama and George W. 
Bush will join an effort to 
commemorate America’s 
250th anniversary in 2026, 
highlighting the initiative’s 
attempts to build bipartisan 
momentum in an era of ex- 
treme political polarization. 
The former presidents and 
first ladies Michelle Obama 
and Laura Bush will serve 
as honorary national co- 
chairs of America250, the 
organization created by 
Congress in 2016 to over- 
see the celebration of the 
the 250th anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration 
of Independence. 
The commission’s leaders 


hope 
bringing 
together 
the two recent Democratic 
and Republican presidents 
will serve as an example of 
bipartisan cooperation in 
a country where political 
agreements seem rare and 
concerns are heightened 
over the potential for vio- 
lence, especially heading 
toward a divisive presiden- 
tial election. 
Rosie Rios, a former U.S. 
treasurer who heads Amer- 
ica250, emphasized that 
the commission organizing 
the celebration “has repre- 
sentation across all aisles.” 
“This is a grassroots effort 
that all Americans feel like 
they can be a part of from 
Guam to Alaska, Fairbanks 
to Philadelphia, and ev- 


erything in between,” Rios 
said. “This is about cele- 
brating and commemorat- 
ing that we’re the oldest 
democracy in the world.” 
The 
multiyear 
semiquin- 
centennial 
celebration 
will include events in all 50 
states and six U.S. territories. 
It formally launched July 4, 
2023, during an MLB game 
between the Milwaukee 
Brewers and the Chicago 
Cubs at American Family 
Field in Milwaukee. 
It also will include a service 
project 
called 
America 
Gives, an effort to compile 
oral histories of Americans 
and a nationwide scho- 
lastic contest in which stu- 
dents will reflect on what 
America means to them. 


“This milestone is an op- 
portunity to reflect on our 
history and recommit to 


our country’s founding val- 
ues,” the Bushes said in a 
statement.q 


By ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Arrests of 
migrants for illegally cross- 
ing the border to the United 
States from Mexico plum- 
meted about 30% in July to 
a new low for Joe Biden’s 
presidency, U.S. authorities 
said, raising prospects that 
a temporary ban on asy- 
lum may be lifted soon. 
The U.S. Border Patrol con- 
tinued 
making 
arrests 
Wednesday, the last day of 
July. But the monthly tally 
was expected be around 
57,000 when all are tallied, 
down from 83,536 arrests 
in June, the previous low 
mark of Biden’s presidency, 
according to two U.S. Cus- 
toms and Border Protection 
officials who spoke to The 
Associated Press on condi- 
tion of anonymity because 
figures had not been re- 
leased publicly. It would 
be 
the 
lowest 
monthly 
tally since 54,771 arrests 
in September 2020, when 
the coronavirus pandemic 
slowed movement across 
borders in many countries, 
including to the United 
States. 
Even before Biden’s Dem- 
ocratic administration in- 
voked powers to suspend 
asylum on June 5, border 
arrests had fallen by about 


half from a record-high of 
250,000 in December amid 
increased 
Mexican 
en- 
forcement. Since June 5, 
arrests have fallen by half 
again, helping the White 
House fend off attacks by 
former President Donald 
Trump and other Republi- 
cans that Democrats, in- 
cluding Vice President Ka- 
mala Harris, have allowed 
the border to spiral out of 


control. 
A volley of ads launched 
Tuesday underscores the 
prominence of immigration 
as a campaign issue in No- 
vember’s election. 
The 
Trump 
campaign 
launched its first television 
ad of the general election 
cycle, dubbing Harris the 
“border czar” for an early 
assignment as vice presi- 
dent to address root causes 


of immigration in Central 
America and blaming her 
for a surge in illegal cross- 
ings under Biden’s watch. 
After displaying headlines 
about crime and drugs, 
the video brands Harris as 
“Failed. Weak. Dangerous- 
ly liberal.” 
A Harris ad, posted online, 
highlights Trump’s opposi- 
tion to a failed border bill 
earlier this year that would 


have, among many other 
provisions, increased fund- 
ing for Border Patrol agents 
and 
fentanyl 
detection. 
“There’s two choices in this 
election: the one who will 
fix our broken immigration 
system and the one who is 
trying to stop her,” the nar- 
rator says. 
Neither ad mentions the 
drop in border arrests this 
year, but the latest declines 
may play in Harris’ favor as 
many Republicans attack 
the Biden administration’s 
new asylum restrictions as 
too little, too late. 
The asylum halt would end 
if daily arrests drop below 
1,500 over a seven-day av- 
erage, a scenario that Cus- 
toms and Border Protection 
officials are preparing for 
with arrests now hovering 
around 1,600 to 1,700 day. 
The halt would be reinstat- 
ed if arrests reach a seven- 
day daily average of 2,500, 
a threshold of “emergency 
border 
circumstances” 
that was immediately met 
when the restrictions took 
effect in June. Immigrant 
advocacy groups are chal- 
lenging the asylum mea- 
sures in court. 
Under the halt, U.S. authori- 
ties deny a chance at asy- 
lum to anyone who crosses 
the border illegally. q 


President Joe Biden, center, looks over the southern border, Feb. 29, 2024, in Brownsville, Texas. 
Walking with Biden are from l-r., Peter Flores, Deputy Commissioner, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, Jason Owens, Chief, U.S. Border Patrol and Gloria Chavez, Sector Chief, U.S. Border 
Patrol. 


Associated Press 


U.S. arrests at Mexico border are expected to drop 30% in July to a 
new low for Biden’s presidency 


The White House is lit with the colors of the American flag to 
support team USA competing in the Paris Olympics, on Monday, 
July 29, 2024, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


Obama and Bush join effort to mark America’s 250th anniversary 
in a time of political polarization 
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By MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Two 
months after his felony con- 
viction, Donald Trump still 
isn’t allowed to say every- 
thing he wants about his 
historic hush money criminal 
case. After a New York ap- 
peals court upheld his gag 
order on Thursday, he won’t 
be for a while. 
The state’s mid-level appel- 
late court denied the Repub- 
lican former president and 
current nominee’s latest bid 
to lift the restrictions, swat- 
ting away a last-minute argu- 
ment that he’s being unfairly 
muzzled while Vice President 
Kamala Harris, his likely Dem- 
ocratic opponent, pits herself 
as an ex-prosecutor taking 
on a “convicted felon.” 
A five-judge panel ruled that 
trial Judge Juan M. Merchan 
was correct in keeping parts 
of the gag order until Trump 
is sentenced because the 
case is still pending and his 
conviction doesn’t constitute 
a change in circumstances 
that would warrant lifting it. 
“The fair administration of jus- 
tice necessarily includes sen- 
tencing,” the judges wrote. 
The gag order bars Trump 
from speaking out about 
members of the prosecution 
team, court staffers or their 
families, including Merchan’s 
daughter, a Democratic po- 
litical consultant who has 
been the target of Trump’s 


wrath in the past. In June, 
Merchan lifted a ban on 
Trump publicly commenting 
about witnesses and jurors in 
the case, and he has always 
been free to speak directly 
about the judge and Man- 
hattan District Attorney Alvin 
Bragg, an elected Democrat 
whose office prosecuted the 
case. Trump is scheduled to 
be sentenced on Sept. 18, 
but the case and the gag or- 
der could be terminated be- 
fore that if Merchan grants a 
defense request to throw out 
his conviction in light of the 
Supreme Court’s presiden- 


tial immunity ruling. He said 
he plans to rule on Sept. 6. 
Trump lawyer Todd Blanche 
and a spokesperson for the 
Manhattan district attorney’s 
office declined to comment 
on Thursday’s ruling. 
The ruling came a day after 
Blanche tried to file papers 
asking the appeals court 
to immediately lift the gag 
order. With its decision im- 
minent, the court rejected 
the filing, which had called 
the restrictions an “uncon- 
stitutional, election-interfer- 
ing” muzzle on Trump’s free 
speech while he seeks to 


return to the White House. 
In a copy of the prospec- 
tive filing provided to The 
Associated Press, Blanche 
wrote that Harris’ recent en- 
try into the presidential race 
had given the matter new 
urgency and that “it is un- 
conscionable that Harris can 
speak freely about this case, 
but President Trump cannot.” 
The defense also revived 
complaints that Merchan has 
a “glaring conflict of inter- 
est” because his daughter, 
Loren, worked for Harris’ 2020 
presidential campaign and 
that one of the prosecutors, 


Matthew Colangelo, was 
biased because he was a 
Justice Department official 
under President Joe Biden, 
a Democrat. Trump is un- 
able to air those grievances 
himself because of the gag 
order. Trump’s lawyers have 
made several efforts to have 
the gag order lifted. 
Their latest fight landed in the 
state’s intermediate appeals 
court the Appellate Division, 
one rung up from Merchan’s 
trial court level after they 
struck out with the state’s 
top court. The Court of Ap- 
peals last month declined to 
hear Donald Trump’s gag or- 
der challenge, finding it did 
not raise “substantial” con- 
stitutional issues that would 
warrant immediate interven- 
tion. Merchan imposed the 
gag order in March, restrict- 
ing Trump from comment- 
ing about witnesses, jurors 
and others connected to 
the case, after prosecutors 
raised concerns about his 
habit of attacking people 
involved in his legal matters. 
The judge soon expanded it 
to prohibit comments about 
his own family after Trump 
lashed out on social media 
at the judge’s daughter and 
made false claims about her. 
During the trial, the judge 
held Trump in contempt of 
court and fined him $10,000 
for violations, and he threat- 
ened to jail him if he did it 
again. q 


Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaking during a campaign 
rally in Harrisburg, Pa., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Donald Trump’s gag order remains in effect after hush money 
conviction, New York appeals court rules 


Associated Press 
The Environmental Protection Agency is issuing an emergency fuel waiver to help allevi- 
ate gasoline shortages in four Midwest states after the shutdown of an refinery in Illinois. 
Exxon Mobil shut down its refinery in Joliet, Illinois, last month after a power outage when 
tornadoes and severe storms swept through the region. Power has been restored, but 
it can take weeks to restart a facility like the Exxon Mobil refinery about 40 miles outside 
of Chicago, which can produce about 9 million gallons of gasoline and diesel fuel per 
day. 
In addition to Illinois, the waiver was approved by the EPA for Wisconsin, Indiana, and 
Michigan. 
Federal rules mandate the sale of low Reid Vapor Pressure gasoline during the summer 
months because a higher RVP evaporates more easily and can add to ozone pollution 
and smog. That is what is being waived temporarily, along with reformulated gasoline 
requirements for the four states. Reformulated gasoline is blended to burn more cleanly 
than conventional gasoline and to reduce pollutants in the air. 
The waiver will continue through Aug. 20. 
Gas prices in the four states spiked higher after the storms and all have gasoline that 
costs more than $3.45 a gallon, according to AAA. In Illinois, it’s approximately $4 a gal- 
lon, which is currently among the highest in the country. Gas prices in California and 
Washington are over $4 a gallon, where higher gas prices are more typical.q 


A U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sign is seen outside the 
Andrew W. Breidenbach Environmental Research Center, Feb. 
17, 2023, in Cincinnati. 
Associated Press 


Emergency fuel waiver issued for four Midwest states to alleviate 
soaring gas prices after storms 
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By ABBY SEWELL and KA- 
REEM CHEHAYEB 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Hezbollah’s 
leader warned Thursday 
that the conflict with Is- 
rael has entered a “new 
phase,” as he addressed 
mourners at the funeral of 
a commander from the 
group who was killed by an 
Israeli airstrike this week in 
Beirut. 
Meanwhile in Tehran, Iran’s 
supreme 
leader 
prayed 
over the body of Hamas’ 
political leader, who was 
killed in a presumed Israeli 
assassination. 
The back-to-back killings 
have increased fears of an 
escalation into a wider war, 
leaving the region wait- 
ing to see how Iran and 
ally Hezbollah will respond. 
Iran has vowed retaliation 
against Israel for the strike 
that killed Hamas’ Ismail 
Haniyeh on Wednesday in 
the Iranian capital of Teh- 
ran. 
Israel has not claimed re- 
sponsibility for Haniyeh’s as- 
sassination, but comments 
by Israeli military spokes- 
man Rear Adm. Daniel 
Hagari stopped short of an 
outright denial. 
“There was no additional 
airstrike, not a missile and 
not an Israeli drone, in the 
entire Middle East that 
night,” he said Thursday, 
fueling speculation that Is- 
rael could have used other 
means to kill Haniyeh. 
Israel did confirm it carried 
out the strike Tuesday in 
Beirut that killed Hezbollah 
commander Fouad Shu- 
kur, along with an Iranian 
military adviser and at least 
five civilians. Israel said Shu- 
kur was behind a rocket 
attack days earlier that hit 
a soccer field in the Israeli- 
held Golan Heights, kill- 
ing 12 children. Hezbollah 
denied being behind that 
strike, a denial that Nasral- 
lah reiterated. 
In a speech via video link 
to mourners gathered with 
Shukur’s coffin at an audi- 
torium in a Beirut suburb, 
Hezbollah leader Hassan 
Nasrallah said, “We … have 
entered a new phase that 
is different from the previ- 
ous period.” 
“Do they expect that Hajj 


Ismail Haniyeh will be killed 
in Iran and Iran will remain 
silent?” he said of the Israe- 


lis. Addressing Israelis who 
celebrated the two killings, 
he said, “Laugh a bit and 
you will cry a lot.” 
But as he often does, Nas- 
rallah kept his comments 
vague, vowing a “very-well 
studied retaliation” without 
saying what form it would 
take. He said only that Isra- 
el “will have to wait for the 
anger of the region’s hon- 
orable people.” 
“The enemy and the one 
who is behind the enemy” 
an apparent reference to 
Israel’s chief ally, the United 
States “will have to wait for 
our coming response,” he 
said. 
International officials have 
been scrambling to avert a 
cycle of retaliation before 
it spirals into a greater war. 
Since the Gaza war began 
in October, Hezbollah and 
Israel have traded fire al- 
most daily across the bor- 
der in exchanges that have 
caused deaths and the 
evacuation of tens of thou- 
sands from their homes. But 
they have also stayed with- 
in limits. 
Several times, strikes that 
appeared to cross red 
lines raised fears of an ac- 
celeration into full-fledged 


war, but outside diplomacy 
reined in the two sides. He- 
zbollah faces strong pres- 


sure not to draw Lebanon 
into a repeat of the militant 
group’s 2006 war with Is- 
rael, which wreaked heavy 
death and destruction in 
the country. 
Israel and Iran risked plung- 
ing into war earlier this year 
when Israel hit Iran’s em- 
bassy in Damascus in April. 
Iran retaliated, and Israel 
countered in an unprece- 
dented exchange of strikes 
on each other’s soil, but 
international 
efforts 
suc- 
ceeded in containing that 
cycle before it spun out of 
control. 
In Beirut’s southern suburbs, 
the biggest Shiite district 
in the capital, hundreds 
of 
black-clad 
mourners 
packed 
the 
auditorium, 
many of them holding He- 
zbollah flags or photos of 
Shukur. An escort of red- 
capped 
fighters 
carried 
Shukur’s coffin, also draped 
in a Hezbollah flag, down 
the aisle to the backing of 
a military band. 
In his speech, Nasrallah 
praised Shukur as a veteran 
commander and denied 
that Hezbollah carried out 
the deadly strike on the 
soccer field in the main- 
ly Druze town of Majdal 


Shams in the Golan. 
“We have the courage to 
take responsibility for where 


we strike, even if it’s a mis- 
take. If we made a mistake, 
we would admit and apol- 
ogize,” he said, adding, 
“The enemy made itself the 
judge, jury, and execution- 
er without any evidence.” 
An unusual relative calm 
prevailed Thursday on the 
Lebanon-Israel border. He- 
zbollah claimed no rocket 
launches into Israel during 
the day. 
The Lebanese state news 
agency said a strike hit the 
house of a Syrian family in 
a southern Lebanese town, 
killing at least four people 
and wounding several oth- 
ers. 
Nasrallah said Hezbollah’s 
fighters would also return 
to military operations Fri- 
day, ending the period of 
mourning for Shukur, but 
that the renewed strikes 
would be unrelated to the 
retaliation for his killing. 
Earlier Thursday in Tehran, 
Iranian 
supreme 
leader 
Ayatollah 
Ali 
Khamenei 
prayed over Haniyeh’s cof- 
fin in a ceremony at Teh- 
ran University, with the new 
president, Masoud Pezesh- 
kian, next to him. State 
television later showed the 
coffin placed in a truck 


and moved on the street 
toward Azadi Square in 
Tehran and people throw- 
ing flowers at it. 
Haniyeh’s remains are to 
be transferred to Qatar for 
burial Friday. 
Haniyeh came to Tehran 
to attend the inaugura- 
tion of Pezeshkian. Associ- 
ated Press photos showed 
the Hamas leader seated 
alongside leaders from the 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
militant group and Hez- 
bollah, and Iranian media 
showed him and Pezesh- 
kian hugging. Haniyeh had 
met earlier with Khamenei. 
Hours later, he was killed in 
a strike that hit a residence 
Haniyeh uses in Tehran. Ira- 
nian authorities said the at- 
tack is under investigation 
but haven’t provided de- 
tails. 
Israel had pledged to kill 
Haniyeh and other Hamas 
leaders over the group’s 
Oct. 7 attack on southern 
Israel that sparked the war 
in Gaza. On Thursday, Is- 
rael said it had confirmed 
that the head of Hamas’ 
military wing, Mohammed 
Deif, was killed in a July 13 
airstrike in Gaza. Hamas, 
which earlier said Deif sur- 
vived the blast, did not im- 
mediately comment. 
U.S. Secretary of State Ant- 
ony Blinken said “all par- 
ties” in the Middle East must 
avoid escalatory actions 
that could plunge the re- 
gion into further conflict. 
Speaking Thursday in the 
Mongolian 
capital 
of 
Ulaaanbataar, Blinken ap- 
pealed for countries to 
“make the right choices in 
the days ahead” and said 
a cease-fire between Is- 
rael and Hamas in Gaza 
was the only way to begin 
to break the current cycle 
of violence and suffering. 
Blinken did not mention 
Israel, Iran or Hamas by 
name in his comments.q 


In this photo released by an official website of the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, center, leads a prayer over the coffins of Hamas leader Ismail 
Haniyeh and his bodyguard who were killed in an assassination blamed on Israel on Wednesday, 
during their funeral ceremony at the Tehran University campus, in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 
2024. Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian prays at center right. 


Associated Press 


Hezbollah leader says war with Israel has entered ‘new phase’ 
after killings of top militant figures 
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By BABAR DOGAR 
Associated Press 
LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) — 
Pakistan’s cultural city of La- 


hore saw record-high rain- 
fall early Thursday, leaving 
at least three people dead, 
while flooding streets, dis- 


rupting traffic and affect- 
ing daily life, officials said, 
as the death toll from rain- 
related incidents over the 
past month surpassed 100. 
In July, 99 people died in 
rain-related incidents and 
most of the deaths were 
reported in eastern Punjab 
and northwestern Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa 
provinces, 
the National Disaster Man- 
agement Authority said. 
The latest spell of down- 
pours started before dawn 
and is expected to contin- 
ue for a week at intervals, 
according to the NDMA. In 
an advisory, it said the rains 
are likely to cause flash 
flooding and landslides. 
The monsoon rains also 
lashed Pakistan’s capital, 


Islamabad, and other ar- 
eas. 
The latest spell of rains in 
Lahore was so heavy that 
it quickly flooded many 
streets and rainwater en- 
tered some wards in the 
Jinnah and Services hospi- 
tals in the capital of Punjab 
province, 
causing 
prob- 
lems for patients undergo- 
ing treatment there. 
At least one person died 
after being electrocuted 
in the Nishat Colony neigh- 
borhood. 
A 
14-year-old 
boy drowned in a flooded 
street and a 5-year-old girl 
died after falling from the 
roof of her house, police 
said. 
Some areas in the city re- 
ceived a record-high 353 


millimeters 
(14 
inches) 
of rainfall in a few hours, 
breaking a 44-year-old re- 
cord in Lahore, according 
to the water and sanitation 
agency. In a statement, it 
said efforts were underway 
to pump rainwater off of 
main roads. Drainage sys- 
tems quickly became over- 
whelmed after the rains, 
flooding several residential 
areas, officials said. The 
rainwater entered scores 
of homes in various parts of 
the city, residents said. 
Monsoon rains have re- 
turned to Pakistan as the 
country is still struggling to 
recover from devastating 
2022 floods that affected 
33 million people and killed 
1,739. q 


By GABRIELA SÁ PESSOA 
and E. EDUARDO CASTILLO 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— Diplomatic efforts are 
underway 
to 
persuade 
President Nicolás Maduro 
to release vote tallies from 
Venezuela’s 
presidential 
election, after opposition 
leaders disputed his claim 
of victory and amid in- 
creasing calls for an inde- 
pendent review of the re- 
sults, according to officials 
from Brazil and México. 
Government officials from 
Brazil, Colombia and Mex- 
ico have been in con- 
stant communication with 
Maduro’s administration to 
convince him that he must 
show the vote tally sheets 
from Sunday’s election and 
allow impartial verification, 
a Brazilian government of- 
ficial told The Associated 
Press Thursday. 
The officials have told Ven- 
ezuela’s government that 
showing the data is the only 
way to dispel any doubt in 
the results, said the Brazil- 
ian official, who asked not 
be identified because they 
are not authorized to pub- 
licly speak about the diplo- 
matic efforts. 
A Mexican official, who 
also spoke on condition of 
anonymity, confirmed that 
the 
three 
governments 


have been discussing the 
issue with Venezuela but 
did not provide details. 
Earlier, Mexico President 
Andrés Manuel López Ob- 
rador said he planned to 
speak with President Luis 
Inácio Lula da Silva of Brazil 
and President Gustavo Pet- 
ro of Colombia, and that 
his government believes it’s 
important that the elector- 
al tallies be made public. 
On Wednesday, Maduro 
asked Venezuela’s high- 
est court to conduct an 


audit of the election, but 
that request drew almost 
immediate criticism from 
foreign observers who said 
the court is too close to the 
government to produce an 
independent review. 
It wasn’t clear if Maduro’s 
first concession to demands 
for more transparency was 
the result of the discus- 
sions with Brazil, Colombia 
and Mexico. Venezuela’s 
president confirmed dur- 
ing a news conference on 
Wednesday that he had 


spoken with Petro about 
it.Venezuela’s Supreme Tri- 
bunal of Justice is closely 
aligned 
with 
Maduro’s 
government. The court’s 
justices are proposed by 
federal officials and rati- 
fied by the National Assem- 
bly, which is dominated by 
Maduro sympathizers. 
Maduro’s main challenger, 
Edmundo González, and 
opposition 
leader 
Maria 
Corina Machado say they 
obtained more than two- 
thirds of the tally sheets 


that each electronic voting 
machine printed after polls 
closed. They said the re- 
lease of the data on those 
tallies would prove Maduro 
lost. 
Asked why electoral au- 
thorities have not released 
detailed vote counts, Mad- 
uro said the National Elec- 
toral Council has come 
under attack, including cy- 
ber-attacks, without elabo- 
rating. 
The presidents of Colombia 
and Brazil both close allies 
of the Venezuelan govern- 
ment have urged Maduro 
to release detailed vote 
counts. 
The Brazilian official said the 
diplomatic efforts are only 
intended to promote dia- 
logue among Venezuelan 
stakeholders to negotiate 
a solution to the disputed 
election. The official said 
this would include the re- 
lease of voting data and al- 
lowing independent verifi- 
cation. López Obrador said 
Mexico hopes the will of 
Venezuela’s people will be 
respected and that there’s 
no violence. He added 
that Mexico expects “that 
the evidence, the electoral 
results records, be present- 
ed.” 
Pressure has been building 
on the president since the 
election. q 


Demonstrators hold a Venezuelan flag outside that nation’s consulate to protest the contested 
presidential election results in Bogota, Colombia, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Diplomatic efforts are underway to persuade Maduro to release 
Venezuela election vote tallies 


Motorcyclists drive through a flooded road caused by heavy 
monsoon rainfall in Lahore, Pakistan, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Pakistan’s cultural capital sees record rainfall, flooding streets and 
affecting daily life 
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Did you know about...? 
The history and meaning of the Aruban florin 


(Oranjestad)—Aruba 
Today 
is 
proud to officially introduce a new 
segment called Did you know 
about…?, where we dive into some 
(historical) facts of Aruba, its cul- 
ture and way of living. In this first 
edition, we look back at the Aru- 
ban florin: its history, design and 
symbolism. 


In Aruba, we know the 5, 10, 25 
and 50 cent coins, along with the 
1 and 5 Florin coin. Aruban Flo- 
rin bills include the 10, 25, 50, 100, 
and rarely, the 200 bills. In Papia- 
mento we call our currency Florin, 
but the umbrella term for money is 
placa. Cents are called cen (pro- 
nounced: seng), both in the singu- 
lar and plural form. Most coins are 
circular and their size depend on 
their worth. However, the 50 cent 
coin is easily recognizable by their 
square shape, as is the 5 Florin coin 
by their golden color. Every coin 
has the Aruban emblem carved 
on it, with the other side displaying 
the worth of the coin. The bigger 1 
and 5 florin coins, however, con- 
tain the carving of the emblem on 
one side, while displaying the side 
profile of the Dutch king, Willem-Al- 
exander, on the other side. When 
his mother, Princess Beatrix, was 
reigning queen, it was her profile 
that was carved on the two coins. 


Outdated Aruban coins and their 
names 
In the past, Aruban coins had dis- 
tinctive names and also varied in 
worth. For example, a 5-cent coin 
was once called Dos placa; 10- 
cent coins were called debchi; 
25-cent coins were called diez 
placa and the 50-cent coin was 
once called Yotin (pronounced: 
jo-teen). We also used a distinc- 
tive coins worth 2 ½ cents, called 
placa too. However, this last coin is 
no longer in use and has become 
a relic of Aruban money. Back 
then, the 5-Florin coin used to also 
be square, but now it is circular. 


Aruban bills: their design and sym- 
bolism 
The Aruban Florin collection con- 
tains a variation of colorful bills, 
displaying incredibly detailed and 
beautiful designs that tell the story 
of Aruba on a single piece of pa- 
per. 


Prior to 2019, the Aruban Florin bills 
were relatively simpler in design 
compared to now, but still included 
beautiful designs and colors, often 
depicting local animals. These past 
designs were made by the Aruban 


artist Everino Fingal in 1990 up to 
2019. Between 1990 and 1993, the 
5 Florin coin was a bill. The Fingal 
designs also included a 500-Florin 
bill, which has now been discontin- 
ued. 


In 2019, the Central Bank of Aruba 
commissioned a new design of the 
Aruba Florin bills, this time select- 
ing artist and former art teacher, 
Nigel Matthew, to present his new 
design. Matthew kept the tradition 
of including local animals and the 
familiar colors on the bills. Howev- 
er, he included additional designs 
that represent the Aruban culture 
and link to the Indigenous inhabit- 
ants that were the first to set foot 
on the island. 


Current design and symbolism 
10 florin 
On the 10-florin bill, you can see a 
Turtuga blanco (white turtle). The 
blue color symbolizes the blue Ca- 
ribbean Sea. You can also see the 
ruins of the Bushiribana Gold Mill 
Ruins, a coral motif, and the sym- 
bols of Cas Floria (traditional Aru- 
ban house design) with a piece of 
mosaic. 


25 florin 
On this orange bill, you can see 
an Aruban medicinal plant called 
Shoshoro. The birds Trupiaal, Sho- 
co, rock drawings, and the symbols 
of Cas Floria with a piece of mo- 
saic are also depicted. There is also 


a Purun di ceramica (clay pot), in 
reference to the relics left behind 
by our indigenous ancestors. 


50 florin 
On this bill, we see the Cododo 
(blue lizard found on the ABC is- 
lands), Cangreu di tera (land crab), 
Willem III Tower, and again the 
symbols of Cas Floria with a piece 
of mosaic, as well as a beach plant 
called Banana di rif. The colors are 
pink/purple. 


100 florin 
This bill is green in color, repre- 
senting nature. Here we see the 
Yuwana (Iguana), Aloe, Toteki (liz- 
ard), the symbols of Cas Floria with 
a piece of mosaic, and a dance 
group performing the Baile di cinta 
(forkloric dance with silk ribbons). 


200 florin 
There is another bill with a value of 
200 dollars. The brown color sym- 
bolizes the earth of Aruba. Here 
we see the Dornasol and the War- 
awara—both local birds, along 
with the symbols of Cas Floria with 
a piece of mosaic, the Tuna cac- 
tus plant, and the Caha di orgel 
(folkloric instrument, used for many 
traditional songs). 


Extra fact: 
the word “florin” supposedly is 
named after the Italian city of 
Florence or it’s a reference to the 
Italian word “florino”, both expla- 
nations related to historical Italian 
currencies.q 


Source: Placa, placa, placa by the 
National Library of Aruba 
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Visit the natural bridges of Aruba! 


(Oranjestad)—After you’ve 
visited the Alto Vista Church, 
the Bushiribana Gold Mill Ru- 
ins and the mini natural pool 
that is located right next to 
it, you’re next up around the 
northern coast line must be 
the Natural Bridge. Once the 
largest natural bridge in the 
Caribbean, this bridge has 


been a tourist attraction for 
many years. 


The bridge was formed dur- 
ing thousands of years, cut 
and crafted by the wild 
waves that crash into the 
coral stone walls of the 
coast. Before its collapse, 
this bridge measured 30 


meters in length and 7 me- 
ters in height, making it the 
biggest natural bridge in the 
Caribbean at the time. For 
many years, this site was also 
a frequently visited beach, 
as the bridge had a small 
opening through which the 
water would flow into the tiny 
beach. 


Unfortunately in 2005, the 
bridge collapsed, and the 
little beach dried up. De- 
spite this, this site remained 
a tourist attraction, with 
many visitors walking along 
the coral cliffs of the bridge 
to see the spectacular view 
of the northern coastline and 
the Caribbean Sea. Visitors 
can also still visit the souvenir 
shop on the left of the bridge 
entrance. 


While the natural bridge no 


longer is functional, there is 
now a smaller natural bridge 
very close. This bridge is often 


called the “Baby Bridge” or 
“Daughter Bridge”. q 


Birds of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — On May 
11th, 2010, the Aruba Bird- 
life 
Conservation 
was 
founded with the aim of 
protecting the biodiversity 
in general and birds in and 
around Aruba in particular. 


Among other things, the 
foundation will focus on 
increasing 
the 
survival 
chances of species of wild 
birds by promoting their 
preservation and conser- 
vation. 
The 
foundation 
publishes the most beauti- 
ful pictures of local birds 
on their social media that 
show us the beauty of 
Aruba’s birds and nature 


in general. Aruba Today 
gives you a little peek with 
the following pictures and 
descriptions from the foun- 
dations Facebook page. 


The Great Egret 
Serenity in Aruba’s National 
Park, a Great Egret flying in 
peace. When it is peaceful 
and quite, beautiful things 
start happening in nature. 


Canadian in the house 
The breeding season is over 
and it’s getting pretty cold 
in North America. Shore 
birds have started moving 
southwards as early as July. 
This wetland beauty wants 
to keep its toes warm. Our 
Canadian friends know ex- 
actly where they can do so 
best. A Greater Yellowlegs 


rediscovering Aruba’s Bub- 
ali Wetlands. 


Cabochon 
In its living form of so much 
more value than any gem- 
stone. Aruba’s smallest and 
most master of flight. A top 
pollinator. A hovering Blen- 


chi inspecting the human 
who just entered his terri- 
tory. 
English: Blue-tailed Emerald 
(male) Dutch: Blauwsta- 
artsmaragdkolibrie 
(man- 
netje). 
Aruba’s to enjoy. Aruba’s 
to protect.q 
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The legend of the Kibrahacha tree 


(Oranjestad)—The Kibrahacha is 
a famous tree known locally for its 
bright, yellow flowers that blooms for 
just three days. Scientifically known 
as Tabebuia billbergii, and in Eng- 
lish as the Yellow Poui, this tree is 
native to the Caribbean islands of 
Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao, and 
is considered among locals as one 
of the most spectacular trees on the 
island. But did you also know that 
the beautiful yellow flowers have a 
story behind them? 


The Kibrahacha is said to have ex- 
tremely hard wood—so hard that 
it can break an axe. In fact, that’s 
what its name means in Papiamento: 
“kibra” (break) “hacha” (axe). The 
flowers bloom around April and May, 
but this only last for about three days, 
as the flowers start to fall off and the 
tree starts growing its green leaves. 
The Kibrahacha is especially particu- 
lar, as it’s the only one among its 
neighboring trees to starts bloom- 
ing first. 


The legend of the Kibrahacha 
Written by Hubert (Lio Booi) 


One day Aterima, who lived west 
of the hill Sero Warawara, woke up 
one day to find her father sleeping 
in his hammock, suffering a bout of 
terrible fever. Her mother was very 
worried, and as was the custom in 
the olden days, asked Aterima to go 
fetch Kudawecha, who was a epis- 
temophile, to come see his father. 


Aterima wasted to time and went to 
go fetch Kudawecha. Upon telling 


Kudawecha that her father was sick, 
he immediately accompanied Areti- 
ma back to her hut, where he en- 
countered her father in a bad state. 
Not willing to waste any time, he told 
Aretima that the only thing that can 
cure her father is a home-made po- 
tion made out of the Kibrahacha 
flower. At the time the Kibrahacha 
was not yet in her blooming season, 
but the stubborn Kudawecha was 
determined to bring back Aretima’s 
father back to health, and so off they 
went to the nearest Kibrahacha tree. 


When they arrived at the tree, they 
saw that it was covered head to 
toe in thorns, with only a few closed 
flowers at the very top. Kudawecha, 
experienced veteran in all things Aru- 
ban flora and fauna, told Aretima to 
start plucking the thorns of the tree 
to climb to the top where the flow- 
ers are. Aretima, just as determined 
to save her father, didn’t hesitate 
to start. 


To her surprise, every time she 
plucked a thorn of the tree, a bright, 


yellow flower bloomed in its place. 
The thorns were hard to pluck out, 
but Aretima continued plucking with 
enthusiasm and wonder at the un- 
folding sight before her. Not too long 
after she was able to fill her entire 
satchel with the yellow flowers. Ku- 
dawecha, satisfied to see Aretima 
so happy and encouraged to help 
her father, took her back to her hut. 


Upon arriving back at the hut, 
Aretima’s mother quickly made a 
tea out of the flowers and gave it to 
her sick husband. Miraculously, after 
just one sip of the tea, the father’s 
fever left his body immediately, and 
he opened eyes and sprung up feel- 
ing new. 


The next morning, they all visited the 
same Kibrahacha tree that saved 
the life of Aretima’s father and they 
saw another miracle. The tree was 
covered again in the same bright, 
yellow flowers, with not a thorn in 
sight. And as the legend goes, from 
that day on, the Kibrahacha tree no 
longer produced any more thorns.q 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back or still enjoying your va- 
cation?... we would like to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vacation picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. Send your 
picture with that text (including your name and where 
you are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we will 
publish your vacation memory. Isn’t that a special way 
to keep your best moments alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of its affiliated companies to use 
said materials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for promo- 
tional purposes without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our free 
newspaper, we strive to make you a happy reader ev- 
ery day again.q 


Friday 2 august 2024 
A10 locAl 
Snakes you may encounter on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—If you have ever or will ever go 
off-roading on the island, you may encounter 
three types of snakes that are dominant on the 
island. The Cascabel, Santanero and Boa differ 
from each other in a couple ways, and local 
perspective on each one may help you under- 
stand what you need to do if you ever were to 
encounter one during your touring session on 
the island. 


Cascabel (Crotalus unicolor) 
The small Cascabel or Aruba Island Rattlesnake 
averages 70 cm in length. The body color is 
often uniform gray or light brown. There may 
be a faint pattern of diamond shaped mark- 
ings on the back. This pattern is most notice- 
able on younger snakes. The most distinctive 
feature of this snake is the rattle at the end of 
its tail which makes a buzzing sound when the 
snake is alarmed. Cascabels are shy and not 
aggressive, but their venom can be dangerous 
to humans. In fact, it’s the only venomous snake 
native to the island. It is best to leave this snake 
alone. Do not attempt to catch or kill it, as it 
could not only be dangerous, but this snake is 
also endemic to the island, and its preservation 
has become a legal mandate for all residents 
and visitors. 


Cascabels hunt by waiting under bushes and 
fruiting trees to catch passing lizards, mice, rats, 
small rabbits, and an occasional bird. This is of- 
ten considered to be one of the rarest rattle- 
snakes in the world. The range of the Cascabel 
is restricted to the rugged and mountainous ar- 
eas of the island mostly within Arikok National 
Park. The Arikok National Park was designated 
in the early 1980s to include most of the rattle- 
snake’s population, providing a safe refuge in 
which the snake can be protected and moni- 
tored. The government has also implemented 
outreach and education initiatives to change 
local perception of the snake and highlight 
its ecological and economic importance – it 
is now being promoted as a national symbol. 
Arikok’s partnership with the Toledo zoo has 
safeguarded the rattlesnake ex-situ and led to 
a number of research projects collecting criti- 
cal data on the Cascabel’s abundance, life 
history and habitat requirement to help guide 
future conservation efforts. 


Santanero 
The slender Santanero or Aruban Cat-eyed 
Snake is a small fella, typically less than 50 cm 
long. This snake is recognizable by the large 


scales on the top of its head and by its pat- 
tern of dark brown bands alternating with light 
brown bands. The belly is plain white or cream 
colored without any markings. Native as well to 
the island, this snake is shy and not aggressive. 
However, it has enlarged teeth at the back of its 
mouth and mild venom which is not dangerous 
to humans, but can paralyze small lizards and 
frogs. Santaneros are most active at night when 
they search for food. During the day, they hide 
under rocks or leaves. They frequently climb 
trees and cactus. Santaneros eat toads, frogs, 
insects, and lizards. You may find Santaneros 
near dams during periods of rainy weather or 
crossing roads at night. This snake is found is- 
land wide. A Santanero in your garden will keep 
away the unwanted insects. If you encounter a 
Santanero around your garden, please do not 
harm this species. 


Boa (Boa constrictor) 
Boas are Aruba’s largest snakes. The longest 
Boa found on the island was slightly less than 
3 m. Newborn Boas average 35 cm. Boas are 
not venomous but are what is called constrictor 
snakes; they kill by wrapping themselves around 
a prey and suffocating them. The most distinc- 
tive feature of a Boa is its pattern of dark brown 
and tan blotches which become red toward 
the tail. The belly in white or cream colored 
with numerous black spots. Boas are excellent 
climbers and may be found in trees and cac- 
tus. Boas also hide in the leaves under bushes 
waiting to catch prey that pass. Boas catch 
their prey with their teeth and then constrict it in 
their coils. The Boa’s diet consists of birds, lizards, 
rats, mice, and rabbits. Large Boas have been 
known to eat small goats and chickens. When 
threatened, Boas will hiss loudly. 


Boas are a non-native species and are invasive 
to the island, risking the population of native liz- 
ards and birds. The first Boas were reported on 
the island in 1999. Since that time they have 
been found across the entire island in all types 
of habitats. If you ever encounter a Boa, please 
do not approach it. Instead, please call the 
Arikok National Park, as they are experienced 
in handling Boas.q 
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A brief history of the California Light House 


(Oranjestad)—At the furthest west- 
ern point of the island, there lies the 
tallest structure on the island: The 
California Light House. Standing on 
top of a limestone cliff, this light- 
house oversees the entire island, 
offering one of few best views of 
the island and the surrounding sea. 
It is also one of the few monuments 
that hold a rich history. 


The lighthouse was constructed 
in between 1914-1916, and its 
first keeper was a young trained 
lighthouse keeper from Curacao 
names Jacob Jacobs. Mr. Frederi- 
co Fingal was the last man to have 
occupied this position until 1962. 
Though his son, Mr. Romulo Fingal 
did not continue in his father’s foot- 
steps, he does have a special con- 
nection to the lighthouse. He sat 
down with our reporter and shared 
a bit of its history. 


As Mr. Fingal explains, “In 1915, 
cargo donkeys were hired from 
Figaroa di Noord to help build the 
Lighthouse at Westpunt. The don- 
keys had to walk along the beach 
all the way to Westpunt carrying 
the cargo, poles, cement, and all 
these things. At that time, it was 
a difficult task until Aruba got its 
first truck. These things reflect how 
people could have accomplished 
this tremendous job with so little.” 
Mr. Fingal said, “At that time, it 
wasn’t a place for people to work. 


It was very challenging because it 
was full of goats and donkeys, and 
it was very isolated. There were no 
hotels or roads to get there. There 
was only a donkey trail. Those were 
the only means of transportation.” 


Mr. Fingal continues, “In 1939, I was 
born in the lighthouse, and my fa- 
ther was the last lighthouse keeper 
until he retired in 1962. After that, 
they removed the power cables 
all the way to the top. According 
to the story, we couldn’t have the 
light ourselves because they dis- 
mantled it, and after many years, 
I heard that it is in a train museum 
in San Nicolas, where we found this 
very special lens that, when the 
light shines through it, it reaches 30 
kilometers out to sea.” Mr. Fingal 
told our reporter. 


The lighthouse has a long and very 
interesting history. The reason why 
the lighthouse was built, according 


to Mr. Fingal, dates back to the day 
when the cargo ship S.S. California 
sank because of the lack of light. 
In 1913, Aruba made a request 
to Curacao to build a Lighthouse 
at Westpunt, and the governor of 
Curacao responded to Aruba to 
come back in 1915 with a well-de- 
tailed plan. “During the First World 
War from 1914 to 1918, they had to 
wait for the light to be transported 
to Aruba because it was manufac- 
tured in France. At that time, there 
was no electricity, and the light 
was very interesting because it ro- 
tated with a kerosene lamp that 
planes used; clean kerosene,” Mr. 
Fingal said. 


Mr. Fingal discovered something 
very interesting about the light- 
house after much research was 
documented in his book ‘History 
of the Lighthouse at Westpunt.’ 
He found many details: “I found 
out that the height of the light- 
house was due to the absence 
of electricity. There was also the 
presence of coral. There is a long 
steel cable from where the light is, 
and under the light, at the highest 
point, there is a hanging weight, a 
sort of pendulum that swings like 
that, with a weight that measures 
about 1 meter by 30 centimeters 
wide, which is a block of solid iron 
attached to a cable. When you 
release it upwards, it comes down, 
and the weight that comes down 


pulls it up, gradually. And while it 
comes down, the same weight 
that is descending causes many 
small wheels to turn in the opposite 
direction. The Lighthouse rotates 
from 6 pm in the evening, when 
the sun sets, until 6 am in the morn- 
ing. During the entire night, the light 
shines on the lantern, it goes down 
24 meters, and the Lighthouse is 30 
meters high. It is designed not to 
collapse,” Mr. Fingal explains. 


Mr. Fingal further explains that in 
one night, the lighthouse rotates 
4,320 times and consumes one 
gallon of kerosene for the whole 
operation. “At that time, the kero- 
sene was supplied from the Lago 
refinery. Every day it was brought 
down, and to start the light again, 
they had to lift the weight up, so 
our job as children was to crank it 
and raise the weight back up in the 
evening when the light stuck, they 
would take it down again, and the 
light stayed down. That’s how it 
worked for a very long time,” Mr. 
Fingal explains. 


Thanks to the Monument Fund 
Aruba, which worked hard and 
is currently in charge of the Light- 
house, Mr. Fingal is very happy 
with its preservation, along with all 
the renovations that have taken 
place. He hopes that the story of 
the lighthouse will continue to live 
on for future generations.q 
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basicbut im- 
portant information that we 
think may come in handy 
to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: August 6 - 27 2024 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Trupiaal : tel.583 5860 
San Nicolas: 
Aloe:tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002 


House for sale 
savaneta near zee rover 
5 min walk to the ocean 
2 Br 2 Bath Fixer upper 
Land 1330 m2 lease land ocean 
view 
Price :$250,000 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private islands 
1 Br WK # 31 room # 2345 
$6000 
1 Br WK # 34 room # 2316 
$5000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
Platinum season 
2 Br 2 Bath Ocean side 
Price :$ 25 ,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
gold season 
2 Br 2 bath ocean side $13 K 
2 Br 2 bath ovean view $12 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott destination points 
For sale at $ 4 a points 
transfer fee $3 a points 
Education fee :$ 300 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Borocana Noord 
5 min drive to palm beach / 
eagle beach 
3 Br 2 Bath with and appart- 
ment 
Price : $600,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Washington Noord 
5 min drive to Palm beach and 
eagle beach 
4 Br 4 Bath with and appart- 
ment 
Price : $ 500,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Cumana Near C Mart 
10 min drive to Nikki Beach , 
eagle beach and palm beach 
2 Br 3 bath with a studio ap- 
partment and pool 
Price : $450,000 
Call : 011 -297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Quinta Beach Resort 
Eagle beach 
studio WK # 30 room # 2317 
$5000 
1 Br. WK # 31 room # 106. 
$6000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 
savaneta 
3 Br 3 1/2 bath 
game room with appartment 
3685 m2 property land 
Price :$1.6 Million american 
dollar 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Commercial Area 
Eagle near gloria Mall 
Lease land 2630 sqm 
Permint approve to build 
12 commercial units 6 ground 
floor 6 1 st floor 
Price : $750,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


________________________________218208 


HTTA 
Time share release 
do you want to sell your time 
share 
Contact the experts 
38 years of experience 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


By RICK CALLAHAN 
Associated Press 
Former 
Michigan 
State 
University 
head 
football 
coach Mel Tucker is suing 
the university and school 
leaders, alleging that they 
wrongfully fired him last 
year and violated his con- 
stitutional rights after he 
was accused of sexual ha- 
rassment. 
The federal lawsuit filed 
Wednesday in Michigan 
accuses school officials of 
undertaking an “improper, 
sham investigation” of alle- 
gations that Tucker sexual- 
ly harassed and exploited 
rape survivor and activist 
Brenda Tracy. 
The suit, which seeks un- 
specified 
damages, 
al- 
leges that Michigan State 
officials violated his rights 
to due process and equal 
protection as well as his 
employment 
agreement 
with the school.q 


Former 
Michigan 
State 
football 
coach Mel 
Tucker sues 
university 
over his 
firing 
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By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 
Though 
depression 
lurks 
around the edges of “The 
Instigators,” Doug Liman’s 
heist movie is a loosely ami- 
able return to South Boston 
for Matt Damon and Casey 
Affleck, who also co-wrote 
the film. 
In the film’s opening mo- 
ments, Rory (Damon), a for- 
mer Marine, tells his therapist, 
Dr. Rivera (Hong Chau), that 
after a lifetime of screw ups 
and disappointments, he’s 
not so much forlorn as simply 
ready to “cash in” his ticket. 
His phrase is a telling one for 
a film where midlife disap- 
pointments and a ramshackle 
heist-gone-wrong plot col- 
lide in farcical ways. As a 
last-ditch effort and to raise 
$32,480 for his child support 
payments, Rory signs up with 
a criminal band of misfits to 
steal election-night payouts 
to a corrupt Boston mayor 
(Ron Perlman) running for 
reelection. 
Therapists have made their 
ways into crime dramas like 
“The Sopranos,” but “The Insti- 
gators” (in theaters Thursday, 
on Apple TV+ Aug. 9) adds 
a novel wrinkle by bring- 
ing Dr. Rivera along for the 
ride. When Rory and Cobby 
(Affleck) go on the run, she 
tags along as a hostage by 


choice. 
But it takes a little time for 
the buddy comedy to de- 
velop. First, “The Instigators” 
works in a large percentage 
of today’s top character ac- 
tors among them Michael 
Stuhlbarg, Alfred Molina, Ving 
Rhames, Toby Jones and Paul 
Walter Hauser all of whom 
raise the bar in this rudderless 
but winningly shaggy action 
comedy. 
Liman, the director of “Go,” 
“The Bourne Identity” and 


the recent “Road House,” 
has always had a knack for 
freewheeling ensembles and 
for getting the most out of 
his stars’ charisma. “The In- 
stigators” may be a modern 
streaming movie but it’s a 
decidedly old-school kind 
of caper, stock full of local 
color and peopled with faces 
you’re happy to see. It’s a 
product of Damon and Ben 
Affleck’s Artists Equity, which 
produced the film from the 
script by Casey Affleck and 


“City on the Hill” creator 
Chuck MacLean. 
For them, the blue-collar 
Boston terrain of “The Insti- 
gators” is about as a cozy as 
bleacher seat in Fenway Park. 
“The Instigators” doesn’t live 
up to other Damon-Afflecks 
Beantown-set movies (“Good 
Will Hunting,” “Gone Baby 
Gone,” “The Town”), and 
some of their Dunkin’ Donuts- 
adjacent schtick is at least 
approaching stale. You could 
call it a homecoming but it’s 


more like they never left. 
So, yes, this is them very much 
in their element, but that 
goes especially true for Af- 
fleck, the main reason to see 
“The Instigators.” His Cobby 
is a drunk and convict who 
enlists in the heist out of a 
lack of other options. It’s an 
ill-considered scheme by a 
pair of small-time gangsters 
(Stuhlbarg, Molina), one of 
whom runs a bakery as a 
front. They dispatch a trigger- 
happy small-time crook (Jack 
Harlow) to lead the mission, 
a debacle from the get go. 
Nothing goes right, not even 
the expected election result, 
and out of the melee clat- 
ter Cobby and Rory, with a 
special police investigator 
(Rhames) in steadfast pursuit. 
On the run, their double act 
Damon’s earnest deadpan, 
Affleck’s smart-aleck flippan- 
cy works as well as it ever 
has, even if the script could 
use a touch more wit. 
Affleck makes up for it with 
his melancholic motormouth 
routine, one that gets an 
even better foil once Chau, 
the talented co-star of “The 
Whale” and “Showing Up,” 
is roped into their escape. 
Though Liman knows how 
to mix action and comedy 
as well as anyone, “The In- 
stigators” is better whenever 
there’s less going on.q 


By KAITLYN HUAMANI 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Car- 
rie Underwood will be the 
next singer to sit behind the 
judges’ table on “Ameri- 
can Idol,” filling Katy Perry’s 
spot after her departure 


from the show in May. 
Underwood, who rose to 
fame after she won the 
singing competition show 
in 2005, will return 20 years 
later as a judge for the up- 
coming season, set to pre- 
miere in spring 2025. She’s 


the first “American Idol” 
alum to become a judge. 
In an emotional video an- 
nouncing 
Underwood’s 
new hosting gig, she said 
“I’m proud of everything 
that I was able to accom- 
plish on the show, and I’m 
so proud of everything that 
I’ve accomplished since.” 
The country singer, who is 
the most decorated artist in 
CMT Music Awards’ history 
with 25 wins, made waves 
with her rendition of Bonnie 
Raitt’s “I Can’t Make You 
Love Me” at her audition, 
and she quickly became a 
fan-favorite. 
Underwood has also won 
eight 
Grammy 
Awards 
and consistently tops the 
charts with her albums and 
singles. She will be joining 
Luke Bryan and Lionel Rich- 
ie, who each have seven 
seasons of judging experi- 


ence under their belts, for 
the franchise’s 23rd season. 
“This 
upcoming 
season 
marks 20 years since Car- 
rie won America’s hearts 
on ‘Idol’ and launched her 
successful 
multi-Grammy 
Award-winning 
career. 
As a former Idol and dy- 
namic musical force, she 
brings a remarkably unique 
perspective to one of the 
most popular shows on 
television,” said Craig Er- 
wich, president of Disney 
Television Group, in a re- 
lease from ABC. “This is a 
full-circle moment both for 
the show and audiences 
at home who have been 
tuning in for over two de- 
cades. Welcome home, 
Carrie.” 
Longtime 
host 
Ryan 
Seacrest, who has been 
with the show since it pre- 
miered, will also return. 


Seacrest is also taking over 
Pat Sajak’s role as the host 
of “Wheel of Fortune” this 
fall. 
Auditions for the new sea- 
son will kick off Aug. 12 with 
the “Idol Across America” 
nationwide search for tal- 
ent and will end in Sep- 
tember. The season is set to 
premiere in the spring and 
will be available to watch 
on ABC and Hulu. 
“American Idol” premiered 
in 2002 on Fox and was a hit 
for the network, but it was 
canceled in 2016. After two 
years off the air, the show 
was revived by ABC and 
has aired there for seven 
seasons. Perry was the first 
of the revival judges to 
leave the judges’ post. 
A representative for Un- 
derwood did not imme- 
diately return requests for 
comment.q 


This image released by Apple TV shows Matt Damon, left, and Casey Affleck in a scene from “The 
Instigators.” 
Associated Press 


In ‘The Instigators,’ a heist goes terrifically wrong 


Carrie Underwood appears the Songwriters Hall of Fame 
Induction and Awards Gala in New York, June 13, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Carrie Underwood will return to ‘American Idol’ as its newest judge 
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By WILL GRAVES 
AP National Writer 
PARIS (AP) — Simone Biles 
remains 
peerless. 
Even 
when she’s not quite per- 
fect. 
The 
American 
gymnas- 
tics star edged Brazil’s Re- 
beca Andrade during a 
tense Olympic all-around 
final Thursday. Biles’ total 
of 59.131 was just over a 
point ahead of Andrade at 
57.932, one of the closest 
calls Biles has ever endured 
at a major international 
event. Sunisa Lee, the To- 
kyo Olympics champion, 
earned 
bronze 
despite 
spending much of the last 
15 months dealing with mul- 
tiple kidney diseases that 
left her return to the Games 
very much in doubt. 
Still, the meet ended just 
like all the ones Biles has 
started and finished over 
the last 11 years: with hugs 
and gold on the way. 
And a silver goat chain 
along with a gold medal 
around the Greatest of All 
Time’s neck. 
“It is crazy that I am in the 
conversation of ‘Greatest 
of all athletes’ because I 
just still think, ‘I’m Simone 
Biles from Spring, Texas who 
loves to flip,’” she said. 
The margin was the small- 
est in a major international 
event since Biles captured 
the third of her record six 


world 
championships 
in 
2015. 
She was a teenager then. 
She’s an icon now. 
The 27-year-old who is re- 
defining what a gymnast 
can do and just as notably, 
for how long she can do it 
became the third woman 
to become a two-time 
Olympic champion, joining 
Larisa Latynina of the Soviet 
Union in 1956 and 1960 and 
Vera Caslavska of Czecho- 
slovakia in 1964 and 1968. 
Biles also is the oldest 
woman to claim the big- 
gest title in her sport since 


then 
30-year-old 
Maria 
Gorokhovskaya of the So- 
viet Union won the first-ever 
Olympic all-around in Mel- 
bourne in 1952. 
Yet the sixth gold and ninth 
overall medal the same as 
Romanian great Nadia Co- 
maneci, who was among 
the 
star-studded 
crowd 
that 
included 
the 
U.S. 
men’s basketball team of 
Biles’ unparalleled career 
did not come as easy as so 
many that came before. 
She misjudged a transition 
on uneven bars, the weak- 
est of her four events, let- 


ting go of the upper bar 
too soon and forcing her 
to reach for a larger-than- 
expect gap. 
While she didn’t fall Biles 
muscled her way back into 
the routine it blunted her 
momentum and led to ma- 
jor deductions that left her 
trailing Andrade through 
two rotations. 
The deficit didn’t last. 
Biles 
responded 
with 
a 
largely wobble-free 14.566 
on the balance beam, the 
highest of the night among 
the 24 finalists, while An- 
drade was forced to do a 


major balance check dur- 
ing her slightly easier set 
that dropped her down to 
second heading into floor 
exercise, 
Biles’ 
signature 
event. 
Andrade, the silver medalist 
behind Lee in 2021, need- 
ed the best floor set of her 
life to catch Biles. It didn’t 
quite 
happen. 
Andrade 
stepped out of bounds at 
one point, a minor problem 
but enough to create plen- 
ty of wiggle room for Biles. 
“I don’t want to compete 
with Rebeca no more,” 
Biles said. “I’m tired. Like, 
she’s way too close. I’ve 
never had an athlete that 
close.” 
Biles incorporated music 
from pop icons Taylor Swift 
and Beyonce into her cur- 
rent routine, a 75-second 
set that began with the 
opening bars of Swift’s hit 
“Ready For It?” and fea- 
tured the hardest tumbling 
done by a woman in the 
history of the sport. 
When she was done seal- 
ing gold that served as a 
redemption of sorts three 
years after pulling out of 
multiple finals in Tokyo to 
focus on her mental health 
Biles sprinted to hug Lee 
just off the podium and 
blew kisses to the cameras 
that have become fixtures 
wherever she goes under 
the Olympic rings.q 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
World Series could extend 
into 
November 
for 
the 
fourth straight year and will 
start on a Friday for the third 
consecutive time. 
AL Division Series will have 
an extra scheduled off day 
between Games 1 and 2, a 
format that allows a team 
to have the same pitchers 
start Games 1 and 4, and 
Games 2 and 5 on normal 
four days’ rest. Last year, NL 
Division Series had the extra 
off day. 
Major 
League 
Baseball 
said Thursday the Series will 
start on Oct. 25, putting a 
possible seventh game on 
Nov. 2. The Series went into 


November for the first time 
in 2001, when the 9/11 ter- 
rorist attacks caused the 
regular season to end a 
week later than originally 
scheduled. The latest a Se- 
ries game has been played 
was Nov. 5, when Houston 
beat Philadelphia in Game 
6 in 2022. 
Before 2022, the World Se- 
ries had not started on a 
Friday since 1915. 
All four best-of-three Wild 
Card Series are scheduled 
for consecutive days from 
Oct. 1-3. 
Twelve teams make the 
playoffs under the format 
that began in 2022. The top 
two teams in each league 


get first-round byes, while 
the No. 3 seed faces No. 6 
and No. 4 plays No. 5. The 
higher seed will be home in 
each best-of-three series. 
In the best-of-five Division 
Series, the top seed plays 
the 3-vs.-6 winner and the 
No. 2 seed plays the 4-vs.- 
5 winner. The Division Series 
will have the familiar format 
of the higher seed home 
for Games 1 and 2, and, if 
necessary, Game 5. 
AL Division Series start on 
Oct. 5, have an off day fol- 
lowed by a game on Oct. 
7, then switch to the other 
cities on Oct. 9-10. After an- 
other travel day, Game 5s 
would be played Oct. 12. 


NL Division Series also will 
start Oct. 5-6 followed by 
travel day and switch to 
the other sites for games on 
Oct. 8-9. Game 5s would 
be Oct. 11. 


The NL Championship Se- 
ries starts Oct. 13 and the 
AL 
Championship 
Series 
the following day, with off 
days after Game 2s and 
Game 5s.q 


Simone Biles, left, celebrates with teammate Suni Lee, of the United States, after winning the gold 
and bronze medals respectively in the women’s artistic gymnastics all-around finals in Bercy 
Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. 


Associated Press 


Simone Biles edges Brazil’s Rebeca Andrade for her second 
Olympic all-around gymnastics title 


Texas Rangers manager Bruce Bochy watches from the dugout 
during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the 
Baltimore Orioles, Saturday, July 20, 2024, in Arlington, Texas. 


Associated Press 


World Series could extend into 
November for 4th straight year 
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By MICHAEL CASEY 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Dozens 
of people, including the 
Massachusetts 
governor 
and several sports stars, 
dumped cold water on 
themselves at Fenway Park 
Thursday to mark the 10th 
anniversary of the ALS ice 
bucket challenge. 
The event is part of an effort 
to renew interest in the viral 
social 
media 
campaign 
that has raised money to 
find a cure for Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. 
Organizers said the cam- 
paign has raised $250 mil- 
lion thus far and led to an 
additional $1 billion in re- 
search funding. 
“Our son’s life was one of 
grace, determination and 
purpose, that through his 
resilience, diligence and 
courage, he created a 
movement that is still be- 
ing celebrated today for 
all those that have been 
affected by this horrific dis- 


ease,” said Nancy Frates, 
the mother of Pete Frates, 
who 
helped 
popularize 
the challenge along with 


Pat Quinn. Both were diag- 
nosed with ALS and have 
since died. 
“Even though his human 


body is no longer with us, 
his powerful spirit is still be- 
ing celebrated along with 
the 
historic 
movement,” 


she said. “You brought re- 
sults. But as Pete would say, 
‘We can have fun today 
but the job isn’t done. Let’s 
get back to work tomor- 
row.’” 
Dr. Merit Cudkowicz, the di- 
rector of the Sean M. Heal- 
ey & AMG Center for ALS at 
Mass General Hospital who 
was also Pete Frates’ doc- 
tor, recalled her first meet- 
ing with him and how he 
vowed to raise $1 billion for 
ALS research. Among the 
benefits there have been 
more drugs to treat the dis- 
ease. 
“It’s hard to believe that 
dumping a bucket of ice 
over your head was going 
to change how we think 
about ALS, but that sim- 
ple act did more to raise 
awareness for ALS than any 
other effort, and it cata- 
lyzed 
amazing 
research 
advances,” she told the 
crowed of several hundred 
including ALS patients and 
their families. q 


Participants in a ceremony on the 10th anniversary of the Ice Bucket Challenge, from left, Boston 
Red Sox president and CEO Sam Kennedy, Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey, John Frates, former 
Atlanta Falcons quarterback Matt Ryan and former Boston Bruins’ Ray Borque pour water over 
their heads at Fenway Park, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Boston. 
Associated Press 


Remember the ice bucket challenge? 10 years later, the viral 
campaign is again fundraising for ALS 


